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MEDIA ADVISORY

MINISTER DINA PULE LEADS DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT’S RESPONSE TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEPRIVATION IN DIMBAZA

Pretoria, 14 September 2026: Poverty, unemployment, skills development, substance abuse and gender-based violence will be key focus areas as Department of Social Development Minister, Dina Pule will lead a campaign to address socio-economic deprivation in Dimbaza, in the Eastern Cape.

Through the Integrated Community Registration Outreach Programme (ICROP), Minister Pule and the South African Social Security Agency (SASSA) will seek to address limited access to government services and resources in the community.

Focused interventions and services for civil society and community-based organisations will also be provided by the National Development Agency (NDA).

Dimbaza Township is a symbol of colonial conquest and anti-apartheid resistance. However, the area continues to experience the lingering effects of structural socio-economic challenges, including high unemployment, substance abuse, gender-based violence, school dropouts and inadequate access to skills development opportunities.

Through the ICROP intervention, residents of Dimbaza will benefit from a wide range of services, including social grant applications and support, identity document services and health screenings.

The programme will also provide opportunities for community engagement, allowing residents to raise their concerns, identify their needs and contribute to determining service-delivery priorities.

The campaign is being implemented in conjunction with Public Service Month, highlighting the importance of collaborative governance and demonstrating a multi-sectoral approach to service delivery. The ICROP will also be attended by the Eastern Social Development MEC Bukiwe Fanta, SASSA Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Mr Themba Matlou and NDA Acting CEO Ms Susan Khumalo. 

MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA ARE INVITED AS FOLLOWS:
Date: Friday, 18 September 2026
Venue: Dimbaza Stadium, Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality
Time: 08:00 - 16h00

Media can RSVP by contacting 
Ms. Tabisa Nondwayi – SASSA
072 817 5372
Mzukisi Solani – Department of Social Development – 082 375 7219

Media enquiries may be forwarded to Ms. Sandy Godlwana, Chief Director: Communication on 082 678 5634 / SandyG@dsd.gov.za
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